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Aneurysm Surgery 
Authors: I. Farris and B. Buxton 
Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1995. 
282 pages, £125. 
Aneurysm Surgery, like other books in the Practice of 
Surgery series, is well written and clearly illustrated. 
As its title implies, it is a technical manual covering 
the operative procedures for dealing with all arterial 
aneurysms. The primary focus is operations for aortic 
aneurysms. In this regard it deals with abdominal and 
thoracoabdominal comprehensively and authorita- 
tively. There are particularly helpful chapters concern- 
ing technically difficult infrarenal aortic aneurysms 
such as: juxtarenal aneurysms, aortocaval fistulas, 
venous anomalies and injuries, horseshoe kidneys and 
renal ectopia, inflammatory aneurysms and the calci- 
fied aorta. A further useful section is given over to the 
management of false aneurysms and infection. 
While unavoidable in the interests of completeness, 
a fifth of the book is devoted to techniques for 
repairing aneurysms of the arch and ascending aorta. 
In U.K. practice these are the domain of cardiothoracic 
rather than peripheral vascular surgeons. Although 
interesting, the information contained in this section is 
unlikely to be of direct value to British vascular 
surgeons. This criticism may be less pertinent for 
surgeons practising on the European continent. 
Despite the excellent coverage of aortic disease, the 
chapters concerning other aneurysms are less com- 
manding. No doubt, some shorter chapters reflect he 
rarity of the aneurysms they cover. There is also 
repetition of coverage of femoral and popliteal aneu- 
rysms within the series (Arterial Surgery of the Lower 
Limb, P. R. F. Bell).' 
The major oversight of this book is a failure to even 
mention endovascular techniques for dealing with 
aneurysms uch as the use of graft-stents. 
In my opinion, Aneurysm Surgery is a good, author- 
itative technical manual. Its particular strength is the 
way it deals with difficult aortic and unusual arterial 
aneurysms. For these reasons I would strongly recom- 
mend its purchase for departmental libraries. It is 
however probably too expensive for the average 
private reader (and certainly too expensive for train- 
ees). Expense is particularly significant as at least two 
books from the series will be required to cover the 
operative range required of most vascular surgeons. A
cheaper edition, possibly soft-covered with cheaper 




Vascular Surgery, 4th Edition 
Editor: R. D. Rutherford 
W. B. Saunders, 1995. 
£200. 
This is the 4th edition of a two volume text which has 
no fewer than 181 contributors from throughout the 
U.S.A. It is divided into 19 sections which contain 153 
chapters and each volume contains a full chapter and 
subject index. 
The book brings together a wealth of knowledge 
covering all aspects of vascular surgery with discus- 
sions on diagnosis, pathophysiology, investigation 
and treatment of each disorder covered. It commences 
with a chapter on the basic clinical assessment of the 
vascular patient and then provides a background of 
the haemodynamics of blood flow including the role 
of the vascular laboratory and imaging in vascular 
diagnosis. Newer investigations including spiral CT, 
magnetic resonance angiography and colour flow 
imaging are discussed to a level suitable for 
surgeons. 
A thorough background to individual vascular 
disorders is provided by a general chapter on the 
pathophysiology of arterial disease, with specific 
aspects being discussed in the relevant chapters. 
Individual chapters are also included on the use of 
drug therapy and blood transfusion. 
In recent years there has been a considerable 
increase in the role of interventional radiology in the 
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treatment of vascular disease and whether or not 
surgeons have a particular interest in endovascular 
work a vascular surgical textbook would not be 
complete without covering this field. Chapters on 
radiological therapeutic techniques include angio- 
plasty and stenting. These are concise and inevitably 
less extensive than the comparable surgical chapters, 
but are nevertheless well referenced for those wishing 
further information. A new chapter on angio-access i  
included and this also includes complications of 
arterial and venous catheterisation and their 
management. 
The main body of the book covers individual 
arterial problems and their surgical management. 
These include aneurysms, lower limb ischaemia, 
neurovascular conditions of the upper limb, visceral 
ischaemia, renovascular disease, extracranial cerebro- 
vascular disease, portal hypertension and arterio- 
venous malformations, with separate sections on 
venous and lymphatic disorders. Lymphatic disorders 
are rare and few vascular surgeons have a wide 
experience of their management. A well balanced 
section is presented on the pathophysiology of lym- 
phoedema, clinical evaluation and non-operative and 
operative management of lymphatic disorders. 
The chapters on venous disorders are less exhaus- 
tive than those on arterial disease. Non-invasive 
investigation, although discussed, excludes important 
investigations uch as foot volumetrN and there is 
little on the management of recurrent varicose veins 
which forms a significant part of vascular surgical 
practice in Europe. 
In general the text is well laid out with clear 
illustrations and well reproduced angiographic photo- 
graphs and includes a small number of colour plates 
of colour flow imaging. It is well indexed and 
referenced making it an ideal reference textbook. Fine 
details of operative techniques are not generally 
included as these are included in the companion 
atlas. 
In summary this is a comprehensive reference 
textbook which compares favourably with other text- 
books of similar price in this field and would provide 
an ideal companion to both vascular trainee and 
experienced vascular surgeon. Inevitably there is an 
American bias in an all American textbook. This does 
not detract from its value but contributions from 
leading experts in other parts of the world would 
undoubtedly make it even more authoritative. 
Practical Peripheral Arterial Thrombolysis 
Authors: J. J. Earnshaw and R. H. S. Gregson 
Butterworth Heinemann, Oxford, 1994. 
207 pages, £35. 
The purpose of this book--practical rterial thrombo- 
lysis-- is thoroughly embedded in introductory chap- 
ters dealing with the mechanism of fibrinolysis, the 
clinical aspects of acute arterial ischaemia and the 
metabolic effects of reperfusion injury and brought o 
a close by a survey of adjuvant drugs and a critical 
outlook upon the state of the art. 
Thanks to a logical arrangement of the sequence of 
chapters, a comprehensive survey of arterial throm- 
bolysis is conveyed. By including various clinicians to 
write on a similar subject he reader is enriched to the 
point where the wealth of anecdotal experience can 
become at times burdensome and some overlap is 
noted. The spirit in which the book is written is one of 
sincerity and caution. There are numerous illustra- 
tions depicting the thrombolytic process as a sequence 
of events which are of adequate quality. However 
there are a few figures that leave something to be 
desired (for instance Fig. 5.1, 2, 8 and 10; 7.10; 10.5, 6 
and 7). This reviewer would have suggested a differ- 
ent set-up with a clear-cut separation of intraarterial 
and intraclot hrombolysis for elective cases vs .  throm- 
bolysis for acute thromboembolic occlusions. By 
restricting their references to English and American 
literature and omitting a side-glance astwards the 
authors have missed developments on the European 
continent where the relevant catheter therapy began. 
The chapters dealing with the mechanisms of 
fibrinolysis and the clinical aspects of acute occlusive 
disease are well written, also the chapter on metabolic 
effects of reperfusion. Intravenous thrombolysis is 
flawed with so many complications and rewarded by 
so little success that it would be proper to dismiss this 
kind of treatment. Chapter 4 elaborating the Guildford 
protocol and experience is rather lengthy, partly due 
to overlap of information given elsewhere. The chap- 
ters on radiological techniques is very much to the 
point and concise but drawings might have been 
helpful for the uninformed reader. Chapters 6 and 7 
("graft thrombolysis" and "avoiding the complica- 
tions of thrombolysis') are of considerable practical 
help, whilst the scholarly chapter on thrombolytic 
agents - -  although informative - -  shrinks away from 
clear conclusions. Chapter 9 dwells on the important 
subject of adjuvant drugs, so often questioned by 
those concerned with all aspects of thrombolytic 
treatment. Intraoperative thrombolysis i a technique 
with a promising future ably dealt with in the 
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